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 Executive Summary
Destination Imagination, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization that creates programs to teach the creative 
process. Our namesake program is an educational program 
where student teams solve open-ended Challenges that 
incorporate STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics), the arts, and service learning disciplines and 
can present their solutions at tournaments. 

Since its inception, Destination Imagination, Inc. has 
grown from a non-profit startup into an organization that 
offers programs for students of all ages across the United 
States and in more than 30 countries. The organization has 
more than 1.5 million alumni. Today, more than 125,000 
children and more than 38,000 adult volunteers take part in 
Destination Imagination, Inc. programs each year.  

•	 DI is a member of the Partnership for 21st Century 
Skills.

•	 DI was one of only six organizations that hosted an 
International Space Station downlink.

•	 DI launched DI University online to train volunteers 
in teaching the creative process from imagination to 
innovation.

•	 DI-TV has many recorded interviews from industry 
experts, educators, parents and students attesting to 
the value of DI challenge learning program.

•	 DI teaches kids how to think.

•	 DI enables kids to identify, build on and celebrate their 
unique strengths.

 The Destination  
Imagination Program 
Destination Imagination is a fun, inquiry-guided group 
learning program that begins with the fall school semester 
each year. Elementary, middle and high school students 
form teams of up to seven members, and each team 
selects one of seven Challenges. With the guidance of a 
teacher or parent as Team Manager, each team creates 
an action plan and works together for weeks or months to 
develop and create a solution to the Challenge’s proposed 
problem. From the U.S to China, Poland, Colombia and 
Brazil, student creativity is unleashed in astonishing ways 
under the auspices of Destination Imagination.

Each year, more than 1,200 teams advancing from local, 
state and country-level tournaments earn a spot at 
Destination Imagination’s Global Finals, held in May at the 
University of Tennessee in Knoxville.

 The Urgent Issue
The future of our students, workforce, nation and world 
is on the line. Our students are preparing to enter a 
dramatically changing workplace, one that will require 
a new, dynamic skill set. According to a 2012 survey 
conducted by the American Management Association 
(AMA), employees are lacking in key analytical skills 
such as critical thinking, creativity, collaboration and 
communication. Three-quarters of the 768 managers 
and other executives who were surveyed said that this 
analytical skill set will become ever important as the 
workplace continues to change and expand. In addition, 
the managers and executives reported that 21st century 
skills, including critical thinking, communication and team 
building, are priorities for job applicants.  

Here’s the problem: educators and parents today are not 
prepared to foster these skills. Even our youngest parents 
and educators grew up in a remarkably different world than 
that of their children. 

Traditional education is in urgent need of complementary 
programs focused on teaching students how to become 
world-class innovators and critical thinkers. Destination 
Imagination fills that need. As participants create solutions 
to Destination Imagination’s STEM, artistic and service 
learning Challenges, they learn a remarkable set of 
skills, tools and methods that transforms the way they 
solve problems for the rest of their lives. Research and 
independent studies have taught us it is possible to 
transform the way a person thinks and interacts with others. 
We have seen how our programs can positively affect the 
way that our participants approach problems and find 
solutions. Destination Imagination, Inc. is at the forefront 
of a movement to get beyond the rhetoric and meet the 
challenge of preparing all young people for the future. 



 The Argument for 
Destination Imagination
Destination Imagination is recognized for developing a 
new caliber of educational programming.  
We have garnered partners like 3M and Pearson because 
of our commitment to developing engaging, educational 
Challenges. Our award-winning program is connected 
to national educational standards, and our Challenges 
engage students, create workforce development 
opportunities, and lead to scholarships, internships and 
increased interest in specific industries. Participants gain a 
corporate audience interested in new talent, and they have 
invaluable experiences that will affect them for years to 
come. 

Destination Imagination is focused on cultivating  
21st-century skills through the creative process.  
Students must learn to adapt to change and apply personal 
skills to achieve their future goals. Our Challenges are 
developed every year by volunteers who are experts in 
their given fields. Our development cycle ensures our 
subject matter is relevant to current trends and participants 
never have the same experience twice. Our participants 
learn to see the similarities between problems they face, 
and they learn to apply the creative process to solve those 
problems.  

Destination Imagination teaches in fun and rewarding 
environments.  
Destination Imagination stresses process above outcome. 
Participants learn to work together in comfortable settings 
like homes or schools, and we provide materials so every 
team can learn the creative process on their own timetable. 
Teams present their Challenge solutions to live audiences 
in fun-filled tournaments, where our Appraisers are trained 
to reward points to teams for their achievements.

Destination Imagination encourages teams to take 
complete ownership of their solutions.  
Because of that ownership, our participants become 
engaged with learning the creative process on their own 
terms, so they can apply the process when they face 
problems in the future. 

Destination Imagination Challenges are varied and 
multifaceted.  
Our Challenges are developed for a wide range of student 
interests, and every student can participate in Destination 
Imagination. Our Challenges have evolved over time to 
better complement traditional school curricula for a more 
complete educational experience. We offer Technical, 
Scientific, Fine Arts, Improvisational, Structural and Service-
Learning Challenges. We also provide a noncompetitive 
Early Learning Challenge. 

 Imagine the Possibilities
Destination Imagination, Inc. is in the vanguard with other 
thought-leaders who say we need to shift our educational 
and business focus toward process. Too often, our 
children are left with the idea that higher achievement 
simply means trying harder or working longer. However, 
success does not often stem from more work, but rather in 
changing tactics—in other words, working differently and 
more effectively. Dramatically different results can happen, 
but only if we focus on the nature of the process with which 
we approach and solve problems. 

In the 21st century, we will reach our greatest achievements 
only by reimagining our current approaches. Destination 
Imagination program participants learn to innovate 
solutions by taking unique approaches to problems. 
The creative process releases them from the constraints, 
limitations and over-reliance on linear thinking to which 
they are bound.

Our past and current corporate sponsors share our view 
of shifting the traditional culture and way of thinking 
in schools and in the workforce. Among our esteemed 
sponsors are: 3M Corporation, ThinkFun, Motorola 
Mobility Foundation, Motorola Solutions Foundation, 
IBM, CVS/Pharmacy and Pearson. Past sponsors include 
the National Dairy Council, the Association of Equipment 
Manufacturers, Federal Express, Best Buy, Velcro USA and 
Bank of America. 

 Join the Movement
We invite you to join Destination Imagination in giving 
students everywhere the opportunity to learn in ways 
you or they may have never considered. We know that 
once you take the first step, you will be hooked, and 
like so many others, you’ll come back again and again. 
Help enable students everywhere to the and experience 
the creative process by taking part in an extraordinary 
community-based experience. Visit our website at 
DestinationImagination.org for more information.



LEARN MORE AT

“Destination Imagination taught me problem solving and 
how to think creatively. As a scientist, I’ve noticed how 
differently I think than other people, and it is certainly an 
advantage.” 
 
Lauren Zarzar - Chemistry Graduate Student, Harvard 
University

“DI is all about the experience. It’s the teamwork. It’s the 
collaboration. It’s the creative thinking. It’s learning how to 
think creatively and critically. All of those things are where 
the real learning happens.” 
 
Gerald Fussell - Vice Principal, Isfeld Secondary School, 
British Columbia, Canada

“The students of today are going to have multiple 
careers, and so the skill sets they need are much different. 
It’s not just about memorization and knowledge. It’s 
about teamwork, learning and Destination Imagination’s 
principles: collaboration, critical thinking and problem 
solving.” 
 
D.R. Widder – Executive Director of Innovation, 
Philadelphia University

“I think every child in America should be competing 
in Destination Imagination—every single child should 
become involved, be part of a team, be innovative, and be 
able to work outside the box.”  
 
Russell Musgrove – Managing Director for Global Vehicles, 
Federal Express

“Destination Imagination provides opportunities for [our 
children] to think, take risks and work together to solve 
common problems—traits that will get them to rule the 
world.” 
 
Raymond Simon – Deputy Secretary, United States 
Department of Education 

“Destination Imagination is focused on 21st century skills. 
DI provides a convenient tool that’s ready-made and can 
be brought into the classroom with minimal adaptation to 
make those more theoretical things become a reality.” 
 
Reid McAlpine – Publisher, Pearson Canada

“So many of the skills emphasized in the program 
are crucial in the environment I work in today. Chief 
among these are teamwork, quick and logical thinking, 
improvisation, and problem solving. Every pilot knows the 
importance of these traits as well as hard work, discipline, 
and determination. Each and every one of these skills is 
taught in Destination Imagination. I am extremely thankful 
for the things I learned years ago, as they continue to play 
a large part in my everyday life.” 
 
Matt Noble, LT (JG) – Helicopter Pilot, United States Navy  

“Destination Imagination has proven to be an outstanding 
program that facilitates problem solving, critical thinking, 
risk-taking and leadership skills development. It helps 
students become confident innovators who can problem-
solve successfully and work cooperatively with others. They 
carry these valuable skills for the rest of their lives.” 
 
Marjatta Chapman – Elementary School Principal, Lac la 
Hache, British Columbia

“Destination Imagination has taught me not to limit my 
daughter to what I think her abilities are, but to allow her 
to show me what her abilities are.”  
 
Susan McNally – DI Parent, Elk Grove, California
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